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WE WIR ale ad 


TO THE 


READER 


: ae following Treatiſe was 
the real Reſalt of my 
oul, and my ſincere Thoughts 

tipeſted into Method ; T choſe 
he way of Dialogue, as being 
be moſt pleaſing to the Reader, 
or men ſhould be entic'd to their 

Duty by all lawful means : I 

ave Publiſhd it on no other 

ore but boping 1t may ao ſome 
00d, 


_ To the Reader, 
Good, and if you read it as St= 
my as I Wrote it, I hope I 
ſhall not fail of my Wiſb'd Ex= 
peftations: For if the World 
reaps any _ by my poor 
Endeavours, the whole aim I 
propos'd 1s anſwer d to your 


real Friend, and Well-wiſher, E 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


\ lo the Right Honourable 
SYILLIAM Lord Vi 
count MOUNTFfOL. 


My Lord, 
ſ 1 Obligations to Your Lord- 
ſhip are many, and great, _ 
and this Poor Return 1s all \ 
have to offer : Gratitude obliges me 
0 acknowledge my Debts, that it may 
pear 1 have ( at leaſt) the Will, if 
t ſhould ever be in my Power to male 
any Reſtitution. In the mean time 
be is the way thoſe who appear in 
Print take of Paying their Debts, and 
my Lord, being as great a Bankrupt 

1s others, ' follow their Method. The 
following Papers which I Dedicate to - 
Jour Lordſhips Proteftion would be 
A 2 "0p 


J 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
rather an Afﬀront, than an Acknow 
ledgement, were not Vour Lordſhip 
real Value for Religion ſufficient! 
known to all: Vour Family has been 
Famous, tho Unfortunate in the Bra- 


veſt of Quarrels, where your Religion, 
your Laws and Country ſtood in need 0 


Your Afiſtance. Go on ( Great Sir ) | 
| and may Your Glories and Honours en- 


creaſe till 1 (hould wiſh the Growins 


&b 


Flood to ebb, which ſhall not be till the 
ſum of Your Bliſs and Glory be compleatf| , 
in an Eternal and Happy World, The 
conſummation of which, ſhall ever be 


the Prayer of 
My Lord, your Lordſhip's 


Moſt obliged 


Humble Seryant, 


Philotheus. 


THE 


Sincere Penitent. 


Philocoſmas. ELL met my dear 
Philctheas : It is al- 
moſt an Ape fince laſt I ſaw you, and now 
ou're ſo ftrangely alter'd, that at firſt, I 
carcely knew you: What's the occaſion 
of this change * where's all that Gayety 
and Mirth which us'd todwell upon.your - 
leafant Brow ? Where's the alluring 
Mein ? The taking Smiles ? Where the 
Fine Dreſs? And all the other Winning 
Arts with which you gain'd the Ladies 
good eſteem ? Sure ſome ſtrange misfor- 
tune has befallen you, which has occa- 
ſion'd this unexpected metamorphoſis. 
Philotheus. No Philocoſme, The beſt, the 
reateſt, chiefeſt Happineſs, Heaven can 
ſtow, or man enjoy, is rhe reaſon . of - 
what you call a metamorphoſis. 


Philocoſ- 
a 


4, 


2 The Sincere Penitent, 


Philoceſ. And is it thus you thank kind 
Heaven for the Bleſſing ; For ſhame, caſt 
oft thoſe melancholly looks, aſſume your 
wonted Jollity, and let us to the Tavern, 
j and there over a chearful Bottle give the 
! Gods thanks for their Favours, 


Philothe. Softly Philocoſme,and Ile ſhew 
you, how much you are mitaken in both 
points ; for neither am I melancholly,nor 
is a Tavern, and a Bottle fit returns to 
Heaven for his mercies : What, becauſe I 
am not mad, muſt I therefore be melan- 
cholly ? Will you allow no mediam? Be. 
cauſe my Dreſs is not true Beaux, my 
Gate affeQted, my Talk and Laughter? 
loud, and extravagant, muſt I therefore be NE 
melancholly ? You're very Hetrodox in 
you?” Opinion, for it is the Sober, Vertu- I” 
ous Man, who is the truly chearful, and 
| merry man, his happinels 1s real, his Joys 
are perfe&, whilſt the Airy, Lewd, De- 
bauchee (whom the World calls the man 
of Wit,and Pleaſures) who knows how to 
uſe the Bleſſings of this Life, wilfully ſtu- 
dies how to make himſelfuncapable of re- 
liſhing any Happineſs. He. makes that 
| Ve- 
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very puniſhment which the Hollanders in- 
flict on Criminals, and is calPd the Dutch 
Beverage, his chief delight, tho cropſick 
next morning he curſcs the laſt night's de- 
bauch, damas the Company who RevePd 
with him, and for a day or two con- 
demns himſelf to Penitential Small-Beer. 
And is this the way to live happily ? I 
would ſooner be damu'd to linger out my 
* wretched life, chain'd to an Oar on boar 

7] a Spaniſh Galley. | 


= Philocof. And yet Philotheas, this was 
, (2c very life you led for ſome years, nay 
ny . 
.- you were one of the Topping Extrava- - 
be (S2nts, and ftrove with eagerneſs to Out- 
do your lazy Comrades. You were the 


be eft Champion for it, curs'd all Mo- 
14 als, and the Plodding Fools who tayght 


em firſt, call'd all a Trick, a meer Ws 
Ign of old, envious Dotards, who beihg 
dy Age and Impotence depriv*d of the  * 
poſlbulity of enjoyment, would needs 
mpoſe thoſe mercileſs Curbs on the High- 
nettled- Youth. 3 
Philoth. Oh ! *cis too true. 


Philocoſ. Why that Sigh ? 
B 


Py; 


4 The Sincere Penitent, 

Philothe. It is a tribute juſtly paid to thi 
remembrance of my former Follies. By 
Oh ! my friend, could I recall thoſe mi 
ſpent hours, and live thoſe days again 
| . nor Thought,nor Word,nor Deed {lwuli 
« ere offend my Great and Merciful Crea 
| tor, But they are fled, fled far beyont 
my power to reach ; but yet ſincere Co 
trition, and Heav*ns mercy will atton 
for all. 


' Philocoſ, You're melancholly mad, an 

I will bid you farewel ; I ſhall Cit may bg 

11n a day or two fee you peeping t 
a Gate in Bethlehem. | 


bun 5, ma, A, I. P—_— 0) was Pw Sd ca. OS 


. Philothe, Stay : I will not let you gc 
I love my Friend too well, than tam 
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ſuffer him to run blindly on his Rui þ 
thus. You ſhall hear me, andxf yql s 
will but hear me impartially, laying afif h 
all prejudice, Pme confident Ple-makg c; 
Convert of you. ?Tis a groſs Error Phig F 
coſme to call the ſober part of Mankig f: 


Hyppocondriacks, for they are ſo 
from it, that they follow the Apoſi 
Rule, and ſerye their God with Cheark 
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eſs, they thankfully enjoy the Bleſſings 
of this World, and are not more glad 
hen they receive the Gifts, than pleas'd 
_ Buwhen gratefully they return Heaven their 

NigHeartieſt Praiſts for them : They delight 
in doing good, which is their cury' and 
fiad themſelves as quiet and as ealy after 
the performance, as a Bankrupt who has 
Whbeen a long while tormenred how to pay 
his Debts, is pleaſed when he at laſt 
compounds them. 'They enjoy a happy 
and a filent peace within their quiet 
breſts, verifying chat of the Prophet : 
Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs ; and her 
J paths are peace. No rude, and loudallarms 
J of a clamorous and troubleſome Con- 
{cience diſturb their reſt, or rack their 
Souls. In the morning they riſe with a 
ſedate and quiet mind, their badies and 
> their Souls keeping a blelt Harmony, are 
J both alike in Heavenly remper. The 
Sober man is free from ſad Reflections, 
ſ how he ſpent the - Yeſterday ; nor is he 
ke troubled tacircly to queſtion himſelf - 
ml Have I any Quarrel on my hands ? Did I 
ki fallout with any one laſt night? And'in 
B 2 punttilio, 


6 The Sincere Penitent. 
punttilio, am to Fight this morning? And 
when he cannot recollect himſelf, / the 
Fumes of the Entoxicating Wine having 
hindred the exerciſe of his Memory ) he's 
ford to ask his Foot-man Queſtions : 
Tom, low parted we laſt nighr? Who 
was there all in Company ? Had we no 
Words, &c. Now, for Heavens fake, 
granting there were no ſuch thing as 
Religion, or a future World, Is not this 
a moſt Unhappy Life ? A baſe conde- 
ſcenſion to take your Servant's Word, 
and truſt your very Darling Honour in 
your Foot-man's hands, Such a man- 
ner of life Un-mans men, Debaſes thoſe 
of the higheit Quality, to the meaneſt 
and vilc{t Abjects. A Heathen could ſay 
Nobilitas ſola eft atque unica Virtus, And 
ſhall a Chriſtian, who has the hopes and 
proſpect of a Heaven hereafter, added as 
a Reward for his living well, ſhall he 
be out-ſtrip*d by a Heathen, in the 'Race 
of Vertue ? I believe, my Friend, you 
durſt / were your Country, King, or Li- 
berties 'at Stake ) ruſh boldly midſt the 
Thundring War, Fight Valiantly under 

| | your 
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The Sincere Penton. 7 
your Prince's Banner for the preſervation 
of thoſe Dear Pledges, and by yu Da» 
ring, ſhun the hated name of Coward ; 
Why will you then prove leſs Valiant un« 
der a more Glorious Banner ? Why nat ag 
brave a Soldier in a Holy War, where the 
Prizes are much more Valuable? Eternal 
Bliſs, is the Conquering Heroe's t 
Reward, but Everlaſting Wo the j X Pu- 
niſhment of the Coward and Traytor. 


Thoſe I have mention'd are ſome few 
of the many Inconveniences which at- ' 
end the Dear Delights of keeping (what 
you call) good Company. - Bur fince 
y Deſign is only to awaken you ; I ſhall 
0 longer inſiſt on this Head, believing 
have already painted that Vice ig its 
ively colours : I deſire now to know if. 
ill you think a Tavern and a Bottle, fit 

Returns to Indulgent Heaven for the dif 

xenſation of his Mercies? | 


Phitocoſ, No : my Philotheas thou has 
wakened me, thou halt dealt-with me 


. Is a Skilful Surgeon do's with a Timerous 


Patient ; 


Oe OO years . 


8 The Sincere Penitent, 
Patient; with wary caution you have 
ſearch'd my Wound, and heaPd it with- 
out hurting me : You took not thoſe yio- 


lentcourſes, which inſtead of Reforming, 


harden men the more. But I had almoit 
forgot, Pray what's that mighty Happi- 
nefs you have ſo lately met with? Is it 
ſome Rich Relation newly dead, and left 


you a plentiful Eſtate ? 


Philothe, No: But my Sins are dead, 
and left my Soul in peace. A ſenſe of my 
paſt Follies hath awaken'd me, and a (in- 


cere Reſolution for the future to live af 


ſober and a vertuous life, a ſtedfaſt and 
T hope alaſting Repentance, is the Happi- 
neſs I have receiy'd, and what I reckon 
the greateſt Bleſſing could have befall 

me. 


. Philocoſ, Tell me, Philotheas, what i 
was that rous'd you, and how this chang; 
was wrought ? 


F Philothe, Frequent, and Wonderful D 
iiverances from Eminent Dangers, ſta 


tley. 
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The Sincere Penitent, - 
tled me at firſt, which ſhockt my Reſo» 
lution of purſuing the Allurements of 
this World, and made me conſider what I 
ow?d to Gad, and look upon each Mer- 


cy, asa Call ro mend my lite. 


Philocoſ. Well, you have indeed obtain- 
ed your Deſiga upon me, as to that of 
Drinking, I am, and own my ſelf your 
Convert. But what ſay you Friend ? 
Will not you allow me a little innocent 
freedom with a Pretty Girl ? Or grant at 


faſt, 'that the Sin is Venial ? 


Philothe. All Innocent Freedoms are 
lawful, but I fear by your mentioning a 


'Venial Sin, you mean Fornication, it ſo 


avoid it as'you would the Plague, or, 
worſe Diſeaſe ; there's DeadlyPoyſon int. 
You muſt not be almoſt, but altagether 
a Chriſtian ; Men may ſooth themfſelyes 
with Fancies, but ſure no Sin without 


fincere Repentance, will be pardon*d; and 
I do not know any one Crime againſt 
jj - which God's Vengeance is more, and fre- 
quenter Denounced than this : The Scrip- 
4h | tures 


to The Sincere Penitent, _ 
tures are full of Woes againſt the Adul 
terers and Whoremongers;and foreſeeing, 
that this Sin would be the Chiefeſt Allure 
ment with which the Devil can temp 
man, has taken all neceſſary care to fore- 
warn and arm us againſt it : The Whore. 
wongers and Adautterers God will judge, and 
in, They (ball not enter into the K png dow 
' Heaven : No Unclean thing get 
admittance into the Cceleftial Habitatians, 
and can any thing be more filthy, ar un- 
clean than a Whoremonger ?. And beſides 
the Terrible Judgements denounc'd- in 
the Scriptures againſt thoſe who commit 
the-Sin of Uncleaneſs, it has ſpera'd' good 
tothe Divine Wiſdom and Juſtice to 1n- 
flicta very Severe and Dreadful Puniſh- 
menteven in this Life, whuch tho? it do's 
not'always light upon the Guilty break- 
er of the Seventh Command,: yet 4t com- 
overtakes rhe Hardned Sinner, 
How many Wretched Examples have we 
ſenof miſerable people who infetted with 
the Venereal-Plague, have lingred out a 
miſetuble Life here in Diſmal Agonies, 
and Fearful Tormenzs, and without the 

; TT” part1- 
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'The, Syeere Penitent. 11 
particular mercy of an Indulgent Creator, 
of and the Earneſt mediation of a Powerful 
Advacate, muſt alſo Howl Erernally in 
another World far the Satisfaftion of Ju- 
{tice and Expiation of the Sin. What 
Mi chiefs has Luſt been the Author and 
Contriver of? How many Murthers have 
been committed on this ſcore? How ma- 
ny-States and Kingdoms entirely Ruin'd 

4d nothing but Unbridled Luſt ? From 
| hence has ſprung Inceſts, Parracide and a 
Trainof Woes, which are the conſtant 
Attenders of that $in.. The Silly Indiavs 
who Barter Gold and Jewels for Glaſs and 
Beads, make much a better Bargain; than 
he. who.forfeits Eternity for a Moment's 
4ovrrn Sure nothing but the greateſt 
pidity 4umaginable could be guilty of fo 
oe d Folly F bA [ball 4 man profit, if 
f egeip the <A world, and loſe his owp foul ? 
 Þ It 15; range, that men thatare ſþ wile agd 
ally, In, poi fealings here, ſo Politick 
the! Sj of this Tragſfitory 


h =. Fenty pe tych Fools i in Fs 


\their ; uls. It's enou 
A oe Ciri 1ans DEA, roſee Wy 


- derſtand how to CureVeneral Diſtem 


12 + The Sincere Penitent, by 
how much Impudence this Sin is a&ed ; tl 
he's not reckon'd a true Gentleman who *: 
has not been Flux'd once, at leaft, and 0 
its a requiſite point of Breeding to un- : 
Tr 
Pi 
he 


the Gentile way of Speaking is thro? the 
Noſe,and our Beauxs brag more of thoſe 
Wounds they baſely got in Vexus Wa 
than if they had Nobly got them in the 
Field of Honour, for their Country's ſake. 
Pimping and Pandariſm are the ways tc 
the beft Preferments, where Vertue ought 
to lead the way : But it is as Javen 


lay 53 


Aude aliquid brevibus Gyaris, wel carcer: C1 
dignum, T 
S} vis efſe aliquis, probitas landgtar,\& algety * © 


I muſt own indeed that this Vice 1 
the greateſt Temptation the Devil has i! 
his power, the ſharpeſt Weapon'he cz 
uſe againſt us, therefore we ought to by - 
rhe more cautions of our ſelves, and'ftri Juc 
more earneſtly againft it, 'by the'Poweſ © 
of the Spirit Subdue the Luſts of the ” 

| c 
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The Sincere Penitent, 13 
behave our ſelves like Valiant Soldiers in 
4 {this our Warfare with the World,and like 
hol fie Noble Chriftian Youth, who in the 
ad Pecian Perſecution, by the Witty Malice 
of his. Pagan Enemies, was tyed with 
rs, Cords of Silk upon a Bed of Down, plac'd 
hel 1 A curious Garden, where no Allurin 
fel Proſpects were wanting, which coul 
« | heighten, or entice Deſires, then a Fair 
14 S:rumper trick*d up.with all her Wanton 
Arts, came to, draw the Vigorous 
Youth unto. her looſe Embraces ; bur 
by be bravely relilted her Attempts, till at 
the laſt, . finding by her Arts his Blood 
began /to warm, and his Fleſh to threae | 
ten- a Rebellion, he reſolutely bit off his 
$ I oogue, and ſpate it in the Harlor's tace : 
Chooſing to go intg Paradice wanting a 
Tongue, than having one to be caſt 1n- 
to Hell-Fire. The Chaſtity of thoſe primi- 
4 tive Times of Chriltianity, js, very Re- 
markahble : Thoſe Women, who were for 
their Religion condemn'd to, be Proſtitu- | 
ted, beg'd not other Favour of their cruel 
4 Judges, but thar chew Yertue being ſafe, 
4 they might be expos'd to the Fury of Ra- 
Venous Lyons. C2 Phi- © 
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Philocoſ. They were brave Hetoiens; 


I fear there are tew of that ſbft Sex of this 
Age, would follow 'theit great Exam- 
ride: 
: Philothe. - Their Shame's the greater ; 
Yet there are ſome brave Chriflian La- 
dies ſtill, who would' joyfully run into 
the Cold Arms of Dearh ( ler him appear 
in all his Dreadful Forms ) rather than 
yield to the Foul Embraces of an Unlaw- 
ful Love, "The number of theſe Vertu- 
ous Wofnen would increaſe, if all that 


- Sex: did but conſider the Dangers and mi- 


reries wliich attend rhe crime, but moſt of 
them [as the Sex is raſh and inconfiderate 


in all they do] are hurtied away by the 


firſt impulſe of cheir [nclinations; and 
without eycr: thinking, obey the 'whil- 
perings of the Tempter, never. call up 
their Reaſon, or their Vertue to thew aid, 
but yield themſelves an eaſy Prey to Sin 


and Shame. But the Men who Tempt 


them, have the greateſt Guilt : they'o 
the DeviPs Drudgery for him, and uſe 
all mean$ and ways their Wit can invent, 
or theit Twiſts ſuggeſt to them; they'ſpare 
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The Sincere Penitents Iu © 
'Þo Oaths, nor Vows, but Invoke Hea- 
en confidently to be a Witneſs to their 
ewdneſs. 'Perjury follows, for aLbyer 
ooks up6n it to be a baſe thing, if he 
ould keep his Oath. Nay, this is fo ye- 
y common, that the uſe is crept into a 
roverb, and when you would name a 
Trifle, you bring in the Smile : As frail 
Lovers Vows. # 


Philocoſ. T wonder that younp-wonien 
lo not take warning by the Examples of 
| Þthers, and that the Noted- Falſho6d of * 

ankind' do's not mike them altogether 
acredulous. | YOON 


Phjlothe. There are'a thouſand little 
hings happen in a Love Intreigue, which 
annot be expreft, which takes tHe Cori- ' 
neſt eaſier; but ſome of the chief Rea- 
ns of the fond Credulity 'of Worhen, T' 
Take to. be theſe. Firſt their Pride (of 
hich, every She has her ſhare) which 
akes them think better of thertifelves, 
an others. and believe their Charms are 
ore prevailing, and laſting, and if => 
ve 
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| conſtant, or Unkind : A glitteripg' pre- 


' OCaths :.. But ſhe. never conſiders that he 
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have any Inſtance of a Forſaken Phils in 
their nynd, they*l urge, ir may be, to their 
Amorqus Gallant, and tell him with afyy 
Languiſhing Sigh, After enjoyment you will 5 


grow cold and careleſs,and forſake me ſo. The by 


Lover then has recourſe to his Oaths :| p; 
which Prodigally he pours forth, and] y, 
wiſhesall the Horrible Execrations Hell's by 
Malice can invent, may fall upon his 
Perjur'd Head, if e're he prove Uncon- 


ſeatis added as confirmation to his Vows; 
the Simple Girl believes all, takes him 
for a Man of Honour, or at leaſt ſo far 
thinks him a Chriſtian, that he would not 
venture Damnation by breaking all thoſe 


who: breaks one Command, will keep 
none ; he,that Whores, will Swear, nay 
Forſwear, too ; and if once the Devil 
makes you fond of one beloved Sin, the 
breach of all God's. Laws will gen y fol- 
low, the firſt Unfortunate Diſobedience ; 
Thus the poor. Girl believes, conſent 
ind thus at laſt is ruin'd. 

44%; bf 4, Philaco 


The Sincere Penitents 19 
Philocof. I know not what'toſay, Na- 
ture and Youth plead ftroggly for.it: It is 


4 on Mankind. You never ſtrove a 


none of thoſe Sins which grow upon us 
by cuſtom and habit, but rather an'1nnate 
Propenſity which encreaſes with -our 
Years, and ſcems to be as much requir?d 
by Nature, as Eating or Drinking. - 


Philothe. Oh Friend, I find it is your 
Darling Sin, and I muſt root it from your 


21 Breſt, or you are loſt. Thoſe are ſtale 


Arguments you uſe, to wheedle your ſelf 
into Deſtruction, and beſides your Poſi- 
tion is wrong, for no Vice encreaſes more 
by cuftom and habit than this dos. You 
ſeem tacitely to imply, that it. is a Com- 
mand which cannot be kept :- Sure. y ou 
won't make a Tyrant of your God ? And 
think that the Infinite Goodne(s, whoſe 


beloved Attribute is Mercy, ſhould im- 


poſe any Laws impoſlible to be kept up- 


the Sin, but on the contrary, have em- 
ploy'd the Strength of your Fancy to 
heighten your ſuppoſed Bliſs ; and when 
like Daring Ixion, you embrac'd a yy 

ave 


| 
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18 E The Sincere Penitent. | 
have. thought you had your Geddes ij - 
__ 


-your arms. 


- Belivo me whatT ſay, and try my. Rel a 
cepe, youll gaina happy and a total Conf h 
queſt ; it is no Frozen Hermite who ſpeaky y 
to you, warm, youthiul Blood beats live] $ 
ly in my full ſwoln Veins; you cannof 0: 

y the Sin left me, before I threw it off | I1 
Copfider feriouily with your ſelf, andduf fi 
ly-weigh what certain Dangers you inculp 
and all for a Trifle ; by juſt RefleQiong v 
on the Folly, bring your {elf intoa loathyta 
ing of the - Vice. Poſitively believe, thaq 
unavoidable Damnation does attend, and 
thea-your Reaſon will ſoon determine youll 
how vaſt the diſproportian 1s, between}q 

fleeting and imaginary Pleaſures,and eac 
lefs and unſpeakable- Joys. Beſides it is 
themoſt unaccountable piece of Avarice 

- to 0gvet the whole Sex: the Law of God 

. and Man allows every man one, and it 

' that man will be but contented. ( nz 
rather: believe hiſelt ſo, tor happy hq! 
 really.is. ) 'The Mighty Ottoman 15no9j[a! 
| {oBleſt, with all his Numergus TIO 
I « $i 2s 
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S if fpoutics, in his Great Seraelio. There 
|| True Love, and a Pretty of ſpring Bleſs 
| the Obedient Husband ; each rolling day 
Rell adds new Comforts to his Happy Lite,and 
29 having enough, he coyets no more. Bur 
aky you perhaps will fay, What Generous 
vey Sou would be confin'd to the Dull Clog 
nol] of Matrimany ? Subje& to the conſtanr 
ff | Impertinencies of a Wife : Agd yet you 
du{ fubmix to the Illegal Tyranny of a Strum- 
cull pet, like a man of a FaCtious Temper, 
ong won't obey your Lawful Prince, bur 
wchj|tamely be Impogd upan by an Uluryer. 


thaj 
and) Philaceſ. T yield, and own, P'm to my 
roul[fatisfaftion yvanquiſht, and yet am Con- + 
een|queror, tho" overcome. 
it id! Phzlothe. Thereis one Vice more which 
ices in great Repute with the Gentlemen 
ad|the World : A Vice that is in it ſelf, 
id ifſyery Ridiculous, that nothing hu its bs- 
us forbid, could: ere have” made the 
7 þd[World to find it out, and as the Apoſtle 
not|ays, He had never known Sin, but by the 
noflkhes: So it may be aflerted, Swearir 
eaus|| D 
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had never been in ſuch Eſteem, bad oh 


there been a Prohubition of it. F 
| ra 
Gens Humana ruit per vetitum nefas. |G 


This is a Sin which has neither Pro 
nor Pleaſure in it ; in all other Cri 


his hook, but here he uſes man as an Ang 
ler does Gudgeons,catch them with a n 
ked Hook, knowing their Folly, he thin 
them not worth the Coſt and Trouble 
a Bait. Certainly none but Ideots a1 
Naturals ( one would thiak ) could 
guilty of this Vice, and yet we ſee me 
4n other things of tollerable parts, w 
have good Education ftrangely beſott 
with this Sin, and can hardly ſpeak b 
they muſt lard their Sentences, and t 
their Diſcourſes with an Oath or two. 
"'ſhall not longer dwell upon a Subje&t 
unworthy, nor trouble my ſelfany farth 
to expoſe a Vice, which has no Plea for 
{elf; But ſhall next tell you, I cou'd wi 
that Gaming were either quiet left off, 
a; leaſt limitted; For tho? I cannot fay 


y 
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either malum in ſe, or malum prohibitum, 
yet it has frequently very Diſmal Conſe- 
quences ; many Eltates are Ruin'd, whole 
Families reduc'd, even to Beggery ; ſeve- 
ral Murthers committed on this ſcore,and 
Gaming alway: did, and, whillt it's coun- 


V 


renanc'd always will, maintain a parcel 
of Sharping Rooks, who it depriv'd of 
this ſhelter, might , be Serviceable to the 
Publick. 


There are other Vices which not lef 
than theſe are mention'd, deſerve a ſevere 
Cenſure, but they are Sins of ſuch a Na- 


nf ture, that our Gentry do not only ſhun 


them, but are much aſhamed, if in an 
Ags, a man who has had a Liberal E- 
ducation, ſhould be found a Delinqueat ; 
ſuch are Theft, Lying, Back-biting, and 
the like. And beſides, none pretenq*to 
Juſtify theſe Crimes ; they have no Ad- 


, | vocates, bur are allow*d by allto be Sins. 
I Since then, the Men of Quality and Rank 


bluſh at theſe Crimes, In the Name of 
God, let them conſider, and beas much 


4 aſhamed of their other Yices, for they 


D 2 are 
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areneer ally'd, andeither the one, or theſfjor 
other Rank of them, makes them alikeſScr 
the Devils Slaves ; aad if they drag his! 
Chains, it is no matter how they put|Fat 
them on. by ( 

Philscoſ. Enough, my Dear Deliverer ; .- 
I am convinced, and will reform, I willffior 
henceforth ſhake off thoſe Curſed Fetters 
which have Wranckled my poor Soul :þ 
Thou haſt made me ſenſible of a Burthen|/ 
which ſits heavy on me now, th6 I be- 
fore felt not its dangerous Weight. 


Philothe. You muſt get rid of it my| 
Friend, and ſpeedily, leaſt the Load de-. 
reſs the mounting of your Sublimer 
Thoughts. 


Philocof. T will ; if Prayers and Tears' 
Offended Heaven can move, if a fincere Þ 
Contrition can atone and expiate my 
Crimes. 


Philothe. Heaven is all Goodneſs, and 
never yet ſhut up his Bowels of _ 
| 10n 
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fon to the Truly Penitent : Read the 
keſScriptures carefully, where you will fd 
s11 the Comfort you can hope for. No 
utFather ere us'd his Firft-born with more 
endernefs,than Heaven does the return- 
1g Sinner. Chriſt invites him to come 
r ;Þnto him, with all the Endearing Expreſs 
illfions a Heavenly Love can uſe : Nay, tells 
rs Fou, that all the Heavenly Choire rejoice 
[ :Þt a Sinner's Converſion ; and the Holy 
2n|Angels are Intereſs'd in your Happy 
& Change. And as Deſpair is the moſt ac- 
rſed ſtate which any Miſerable Wreteh 
in fall into, ſo the Sacred Writ has ta« 
y ken a peculiar tender care,that man ſhould 
e- kvoid that diſmal condition : And has 
r fot only by Exhortations invited the Sin- 
er to _—_ that he may be Forgiven 

hut has alſo given us ſeveral Inſtances 0 

otorious Sinners who have by theit 
&epentance become very Dear to God.It 
as the Penitence of David which ob- 
ind him the Holy Writ's Teſtimony, 
zt he was « Man after God's own heart. 
ry Magdalen, from a Vile Sinner, becxme 
happy Saint. And Perſecuting Sazl, a 
- $ Preaching 
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Preaching Paul ; and ſuffer'd a Gloriow 
Martyrdom, as a Witneſs for the T'rut 
of that very Faith which he before had 
Zealouſly Perſecuted. Our Bleſſed Savif® 
our Pray*d for his Perſecutors ; whic|f" 
Glorious Example,his Martyrs afterward 
followed, ſaying, O Lord, lay not this Si by 
to ther charge. And doubtlels, as many of : 
them as repented, were forgiven, Naylt® 
if Jadas himſelf, who betrayed his Lord 
and Maſter, had received the Grace df, 
Repentance,he would have found alſo th ſh: 
benefit of a Pardon : If he had atted likq**! 
St. Peter [who after he had denied hi ſoc 
Maſter] went immediately out and wept for 
The mercy of Indulgent Heaven to th ita 
Sincerely Penitent is a Theme of that va Re 
extent, that it would take a longer tim Gl 
than our preſcart Opportunity can admſ4® 
of, to handle every Parnokber * And 

preſume I have already {aid enough, t 

make you hope for Pardon, and belie 

that your ſincere Contrition will me i 
with Heaven's aſſiſting Grace to forwa do 


a 


you in the great Work of your Salvq >” 
tion. 
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Philocoſ. Your Words are full of Com- 
Yrt; you have brought back my Wan- 


oy = Reaſon tomy aid ; you have ſnatcht 
'ra4me from the gaping Jaws of a near and 


$;#breatning Deſtruction, and plac'd me on 
off Hill of Safety, furniſhing me with Wea- 
[ay[P9ns fit for my defence. 


+2 Philothe, Make uſe of them, and you 
-þ{{ball overcome : Your Foe is no Brave E- 
1;;12emy ; 1f you preſs briskly forward, he 
1;i{o0n will flee before your bold Atrempts ; 
pl for he only purſues the Coward and Da- 
thiſtard : This is a Warfare in which every 
;a{ Reſolute man is ſure of Vitory,and of the 
mn] Glorious Rewards which attend his Con- 
m{quelſt. 
1] Speak; Areyou reſoly'd ? 
«) Philocoſ. Tam : But ere enter the 
ie) Liſts, as a Soldier of Chriſt's, T'le lay 
an down the Accoutrements of tay former 
v4 Gzneral. Now therefore farewel : A laſt- 
ing farewel to the World, and all the 
| empty Pleaſures with which ſo long I was 
enllav'd. Methinks I now am — 
ome 
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nepoor Wrertch who long has led a 
viſh Life in Toms, or Algiers, and when 
bout to be Redeemed, Triumphantly 
ſhakes his long drag'd Chains, and lea 
with Tranſport from the ground, 


Philothe. Truſt me, I rejoyce toſee y 
again ; before, you only had the H 


pe, for the diſtiaguiſkiag $0 
loft. J 2, 


Philoso. It was: Bur thaoks to 
ven, and thee, *tis found again. 


"Adieu all Vanities, all Luſts adieu : 
Heav'n,thou'rt my aim, a 
in y 


man 
Was 


